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COUNCIL ON DENTAL HEALTH PLANNING & HOSPITAL DENTISTRY
March 24, 2023

OFFICIAL MINUTES

The Council on Dental Health Planning and Hospital Dentistry met on Friday, March 24, 2023,
at the Marriott Hotel in Albany, NY.

Members Present: Drs. Sean McLaren, Chair; Marsha Rubin, New York County; Alfred Joseph,
Second District; Laura Johnstone, Fourth District; Jean DiFlorio, Fifth District; Scott Noren,
Sixth District; Jennifer Frustino, Eighth District; David Miller, Nassau County and Downstate
Dental Director Liaison; Stuart Kesner, Queens County; Maria Maranga, Suffolk County; Diane
Heller, Bronx County, and Maurice Edwards, BOT Liaison.

Present from NYSDA Staff: Mses. Jacquie Donnelly, Manager Health Affairs; Betsy Bray,
Director Health Affairs; Stacy Mcllduff, Executive Director, NYS Dental Foundation.

Members Absent: Drs. Robert Doriot, Third District; Raquel Rozdolski, Ninth District; Scott
Peters, New Dentist Representative; and Rachael Rossitto, Upstate Dental Director Liaison.

Dr. McLaren called the meeting to order at 12:14 p.m. The minutes from the Council’s meeting
held on October 26, 2022, were adopted as written by unanimous consent, following a motion by
Dr. Miller, seconded by Dr. Maranga.

Dr. McLaren introduced Ms. Stacy Mcllduff, the NYS Dental Foundation’s new Executive
Director. Ms. Mcllduff spoke of her professional background and her experience in fundraising.
She said she is excited to lead the Foundation in its charitable and fundraising goals.

Chair Report

Dr. McLaren thanked the members for participating in the joint meeting with the Council on
Dental Education and Licensure and said he found it to be a productive meeting. He reminded
members that this was his last meeting as chair and thanked everyone for their support.
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ADA Council on Advocacy for Access and Prevention (CAAP) Report

Dr. Robert Margolin, ADA CAAP representative, highlighted some of the topics discussed at the
Council’s meeting in January. A copy of his report is appended to these minutes. He then
informed the Council that his term on the CAAP will end in October of this year. He thanked the
members for their support over the last four years.

Hospital Dental Program Liaison Reports

Dr. Miller reported that the downstate dental directors will be meeting on May 5. It will be their
first in-person meeting since the pandemic.

Dr. Rossitto was unable to attend, but Dr. Frustino presented her report in her absence. The
upstate program directors will be meeting on April 14 at UB Dental in conjunction with a
residency fair for D3 students held in the afternoon. Twenty-one program directors are expected
to attend the residency fair, including the directors of UB postgraduate programs, most upstate
GPR and AEGD programs, a few from downstate and one representative from a hospital in
Pennsylvania.

Dr. Rossitto further stated in her report that Dr. Gambacorta has agreed to give an update on the
discussion to explore alternative pathways to licensure at the directors’ meeting. The program
directors agree that additional pathways will have an impact on the program’s application pool
and the potential to fill their programs.

There is an effort within the UB Medical school residency programs to unionize. The residents
and fellows have come together to organize for greater collective bargaining power. There has
not been a vote as yet.

Nomination of Council Chair

Following a motion by Dr. Miller, seconded by Dr. Joseph, the Council voted unanimously to
recommend Dr. Rozdolski for appointment as Council chair from June 2023 to June 2024,

Hospital Program and Component Issues

The members discussed activities and concerns in their components and respective hospitals.
Discussion topics included CODA site visits, staffing concerns, closing of residency programs,
the match program results, long appointment wait times, and water fluoridation in Buffalo.

Dr. Frustino reported that Eric County Medicaid Center opened its special needs satellite clinic
in Buffalo the week of March 13. The clinic was funded with a 2.2-million HRSA grant. She said
the residents rotate through the clinic on a routine basis.

Dr. Miller discussed the lack of training in various procedures he is seeing in some residents
coming into the hospitals. He pointed out that the hospital programs have no information from
the dental schools regarding the competency of students. Dr. Miller suggested a meeting with the
academic deans to develop a checklist of sorts to gauge a student’s competency. Much
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discussion followed. Dr. McLaren tabled the discussion until after the hospital and component
reports concluded.

Dr. Noren spoke of the need for more Medicaid providers in the Sixth District and a need for a
dental assisting program further north. Dr. McLaren spoke of a year-long dental assisting
program at Eastman Institute for Oral Health in which students were brought in as employees
and paid a salary. Nineteen students initially started and approximately half of them dropped out.
He mentioned that Aspen Dental is running its own dental assisting program and is paying a
higher salary.

Ms. Bray spoke of workforce shortage issues discussed at the Council on Dental Education and
Licensure meeting.

New Business

Ms. Donnelly and Ms. Bray explained that the NYSDA Board passed a resolution at its February
meeting asking that all NYSDA councils review their respective resolutions from 1983-2005 to
determine which polices should still be considered “active” policy. Moving forward, policies will
be reviewed every five years. Ms. Donnelly explained that she will be emailing the members a
list of the Council’s resolutions for their review, discussion and vote.

The Council resumed its discussion of the competency of students entering residency programs.
Dr. Miller made a motion that the Council invite the hospital academic center deans to discuss
the possibility of creating a checklist of competency completed by the dental students entering
into residency programs. The motion was seconded by Dr. Noren.

The members discussed the idea of a checklist, what it would contain, the pros and cons, and the
reality of the deans actually completing such a checklist. The members also discussed their
experiences in interviewing potential residents and assessing their level of competency. It was
concluded that the program directors will ask for the number of procedures by CDT code. Dr.
Miller withdrew his previous motion.

Old Business
There was no old business to discuss.
Adjournment

There being no further business, Dr. Miller made a motion, seconded by Dr. Rubin, to adjourn.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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Unofficial Report of Major Actions
Council on Advocacy for Access and Prevention (CAAP)
January 12-13, 2023

The Council on Advocacy for Access and Prevention (CAAP) met on January 12-13 2023 in
Washington DC at the ADA Building. The following is a summary of major actions taken by the
Council.

Report of the Medicaid Implementation Subcommittee: Dr. Stephen Cochran, Subcommittee
Chair, shared the following activities with the Council:

1. An update on the Medicaid Provider Advisory Committee (MPAC) which is ready to resume
Medicaid program “Boot Camps” for dental students and residents

2. Anintroduction to Dr. Emma Thomas, new CAAP manager who will be staffing this Subcommittee

3. An overview of the Culture of Safety with input from Dr. Rich Herman, former CAAP Chair. Dr.
Herman introduced Dr. Tom Gallagher from the University of Washington who shared recent
outcomes of Phase Il of the Board funded Culture of Safety project.

4. The new Subcommittee name and accompanying Charter

Report of the Subcommittee on Health Equity: Dr. Liz Simpson, Subcommittee Chair, updated the
Council with the identified priorities of the newly formed Subcommittee which include:

1. Maternal Child Health actions to expand access to pregnant women
2. Age One dental visits being performed in more dental offices

3. A4 minute CE video on the “Teach Back” method of Health Literacy

P

The Charter which establishes the Subcommittee and its role with the Council

Report of the Access to Care Subcommittee: Dr. Chris Delecki, Subcommittee Chair, reported the
following informational focal points of the Subcommittee (formerly known as Prime) I:

1. The National Fluoridation Advisory Committee (NFAC) intention to meet in DC immediately
after the March Lobby Day

2. The national focus of the CAAP HPV Stakeholder Group to promote the vaccine in dental
settings

3. The 2023 ED Referral areas of medical-dental opportunities
4. An update of the CDHC program which included schools, students and the Network activities

5. The Charter which reflects the Subcommittee’s focus and duty to the Council



Report of the Public Health and Prevention Subcommittee: Dr. Karin Arsenault, Subcommittee

Chair, updated the Council on the activities of the Subcommittee (formerly known as Prevention)
which included:
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An update on the National Sealant Workgroup which collaborates with ASTDD
An overview to date of the actions of the Presidential Workgroup on Sugar and Nutrition
A briefing on National Children’s Dental Health Month (NCDHM) poster / postcard distribution

Format of Community Water Fluoridation (CWF) assignments per District

Resolutions: Upon vote, the following resolutions were unanimously approved by the Council

Resolved, that $180,000 be allocated for the development of a comprehensive educational program by
the ADA Culture of Safety in Dentistry Workgroup in order to continue to address the intention of
Resolution 78H-2019, Culture of Safety in Dentistry (Trans. 2019:333). (To be forwarded to the BOT)

Resolved, that the Medicaid Implementation Subcommittee be approved and the Charter forwarded to

CAAP

Resolved, that the Public Health and Prevention Subcommittee be approved and the Charter forwarded
to CAAP

Resolved, that the Subcommittee on Health Equity be approved and the Charter forwarded to CAAP

Resolved, that the Access to Care Subcommittee be approved and the Charter forwarded to CAAP

Special Orders of Business:

Dr. Ray Cohlmia, ADA Executive Director, briefed the Council on Strategic Forecasting, the
membership opportunities for the Association and the business case for updating the governance
structure

Dr. Natalia Chalmers, Chief Dental Officer of the Center for Medicare / Medicaid, provided
insights on the focus of dental programs for Medicaid beneficiaries which are designed to reduce
disparities and improve Health Equity

Ms. Cat Oakar, Special Advisor to President Biden on Public Health and Disparities, shared
nutritional goals of the White House for improving overall national health. She outlined challenges
for the corporate sector on the sugar content of their consumer products while expressing
continued interest for ADA collaboration.

Dr. Krishna Aravamudhan, Senior Vice President of the Practice Institute, updated the Council on
the Dental Quality Alliance in collaboration with Council member Dr. Rob Margolin

Dr. Adam Barefoot, Chief Dental Officer of HRSA, greeted the Council with an overview of his
role within the federal agency and goals for his first year in the position

Dr. Marko Vuijicic, Vice President of the Health Policy Institute, shared the latest survey results of
dentist participation in state Medicaid programs

Dr. Tim Ricks, a Dental Public Health specialist within the Division of the Indian Health Service,
informed the Council about the Community Dental Health Coordinator program soon to begin in
the IHS. He also relayed recent information about the caries rates in Native American populations
Dr. Tom Gallagher, physician within the University of Washington Division of Patient Safety,
revealed survey results from several focus groups of dentists which indicated attitudes towards



clinical transparency and patient safety
e Ms. Katherine Merullo, Senior Manager, Public Affairs and Analysis, gave an overview of media
campaigns related to “Oral Health is Health” and shared how messaging success is measured.
e Ms. Catherine Albrecht, Senior Associate Legal Counsel, provided the Council members with
necessary behavioral expectations for ADA Council meetings
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Council Liaisons

Dr. Rudy Liddell, (ADA Board of Trustees)
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Dr. Victoria Carroll, (American Student Dental Association)

Dr. Dan Gesek FL, (Chair Council on Government Affairs)

Dr. Leigh Kent AL, (Vice Chair Council on Government Affairs)






