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The NYSDA Council on Dental Education & Licensure met via videoconference on 

Friday, 4 September 2015. Present were: Dr. Anthony Ficara, Chair; Dr. Gail E. Schupak 

(NYC); Dr. Deborah Pasquale (2); Dr. John Milza (4); Dr. Terrence J. Thines (5); Dr. 

Leo R. Cacciotti (6); Dr. Donald Tucker (8); Dr. Christopher Tota (9); Dr. James 

Fitzgerald (N); Dr. Rekha C. Gehani (Q), and Dr. Dimitrios Kilimitzoglou. Also in 

attendance were Dr. Paul Leary, NYSDA Board of Trustees Liaison to CDEL; Dr. Mark 

J. Feldman, NYSDA Executive Director; Ms. Laura Clark Leon, NYSDA Assistant 

Executive Director; Mr. Lance Plunkett, NYSDA General Counsel, and Ms. Rose Kelton, 

staff. Also present was Dr. Dolores Cottrell-Carson, Executive Secretary, State Board for 

Dentistry. The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m. The Council adopted the 

minutes from the April 2015 meeting as well as today’s meeting agenda.  

 

Certified Dental Assisting  

 

The Council reviewed the policies adopted by the NYSDA House of Delegates at its 

annual meeting in June. The House approved, with minor editorial revisions, all the 

proposals sent to it by CDEL relating to seeking a state approved certified dental assisting 

exam, establishing an e-communications network to high schools regarding certified 

dental assisting as a career path, and investigating ongoing enrollment in preceptor 

programs to help increase the ability of individuals to enter the profession.  

 

Practice of Radiologic Technology – Cone Beam Scanners  

 

The Department of Health has proposed regulations to require dental assistants to receive 

training by manufacturers of cone beam scanners, or equivalent, in order to take cone beam 

x-rays. Mr. Plunkett explained that this proposal seems likely to pass, and shouldn’t 

negatively impact practice.  

 

Licensure Related 

 

Dr. Feldman reported that the Curriculum Integrated Format exam has been piloted four 

times last year in Buffalo and has been an unqualified success. Several institutes in other 

states are looking to give the exam this year (Stills University, Harvard, Tufts, Columbia 

and NYU to name a few).  

 

NYSDA will introduce a resolution at the upcoming ADA Annual Session proposing that 

the ADA sponsor a dental licensure meeting to bring stakeholders together to discuss the 

possibility of national acceptance of passage of a CIF exam toward licensure.  

 

 

 

 



New Business 

 

The Council discussed whether dentists should be required to administer the HPV vaccine. 

All agreed that, as a first step, more education is welcome about the vaccine and why it 

may be important in curbing the instances of oral cancers. Such can be accomplished via 

the New York State Dental Journal, etc.  Dr. Feldman agreed to consult with the Medical 

Society of the State of New York regarding that group’s interest in pursuing such a mandate 

for all health care professionals. Should such legislation be introduced, NYSDA would 

likely support it.  

 

The Council also discussed the issue of how dental hygiene programs should appropriately 

handle infection control protocols with respect to students who, for religious reasons, wear 

burkhas. Mr. Plunkett stated that reasonable efforts must be made to accommodate persons’ 

religious observances, but that infection control is paramount. 

 

The next CDEL meeting is tentatively scheduled to take place in Albany on Friday, 8 April 

2016. There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.  

 

 

 

 


