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The NYSDA Council on Dental Education & Licensure met via video conference on Friday, 15 

September 2017. Present were: Dr. Terrence Thines, Chair; Dr. Gail E. Schupak (NYC); Dr. Deborah 

Pasquale (2); Dr. Gurinder Wadhwa (3 – substituting for Dr. Anthony Ficara); Dr. John Milza (4); Dr. 

Leo Cacciotti (6);  Dr. Patricia L. Carlson (7); Dr. Joseph Gambacorta (8); Dr. Christopher Tota (9); Dr. 

James Fitzgerald (N); Dr. Rekha C. Gehani (Q), and Dr. Dimitrios Kilimitzoglou (S). Also in attendance 

were Dr. Robert Margolin, NYSDA Board of Trustees Liaison to CDEL; Dr. Mark J. Feldman, NYSDA 

Executive Director; Ms. Laura Clark Leon, NYSDA Assistant Executive Director; Dr. Dolores Cottrell, 

Executive Secretary, State Board for Dentistry; Dr. Paul Leary, chair, NYSDA PGY1 Task Force and 

member, ADA CERP, and Mr. Michael Herrmann, NYSDA Assistant Executive Director for Finance & 

Administration. The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Licensure/PGY1/CIF 

 

Dr. Leary provided an update on the continued promotion of the Curriculum Integrated Format 

(CIF) exam. Dr. Gambacorta relayed to the Council how the administration at the State 

University of Buffalo School of Dental Medicine has worked to facilitate the pathway to 

licensure via the CIF. We are still facing opposition to the CIF from both ASDA and the 

Academic Deans of the dental schools, who want to promote the Objective Structured Clinical 

Exam (OSCE) being developed by the American Dental Association.  

 

During discussion a question arose about wording in NYSDA’s CIF legislation; the text 

references accreditation of a dental examination organization by a national accrediting body, but 

no such entity exists. NYSDA staff will revisit the language and make appropriate revisions.  

 

Dr. Leary also updated the Council on ADA CERP, noting that the process by which CERP  

Reviews and approves providers of CE is strenuous and time consuming, but ultimately assures 

quality.  

 

Anesthesia 

 

The Council discussed with Dr. Cottrell the new continuing education (CE) requirement for 

anesthesia licensure renewal, specifically the requirement that such CE be pre-approved by the 

State Education Department (SED). Twelve hours of CE are required in anesthesia/sedation 

techniques, approved by an acceptable accredited body AND SED, including but not limited to, 

coursework in medications, recognition and management of complications and emergencies 

including rescue from deeper levels of sedation as may occur in both pediatric and adult patient 

populations.  

 

Under the new regulations, the number of sedation certificates has increased from three to five. 

Any certificate holder administering sedation to a patient 12 years old or younger must have 

taken Pediatric Advanced Life Support. This requirement also applies to General Anesthesia 

Certificate holders. SED will be issuing memos to all current certificate holders.  

 



SED will issue notifications to current anesthesia license holders to alert them to the changes, 

and will work with NYSDA to facilitate the transition.  

 

Certified Dental Assisting 

 

NYSDA and SED continue to work collaboratively to review the education and registration 

process for certified dental assistants in New York State, in an effort to remove impediments to 

certification and to expand the available trained work force. Cost of the examination, and the fact 

that certification is not perceived to lead to a higher income, are two deterrents to certification. 

Another is the fact that the current exam includes a restorative section that orthodontic assistants 

find daunting, given that fact that it covers procedures common to general, not orthodontic, 

practices. NYSDA is seeking to change the current statute to change the word “certified” to 

“registered,” which could alleviate confusion relating to those who have successfully completed 

DANB certification, which is different from NYS certification. CDEL approved this change.  

 

Dental Specialties 

 

The ADA Board of Trustees is recommending the establishment of a National Commission on 

Recognition of Dental Specialties and Certifying Boards in order to reduce potential or perceived 

bias or conflict of interest in the decision making process for recognizing dental specialties. 

Preliminary feedback offered by members of ADA CDEL and leaders of specialty organizations 

has been mostly positive, although questions remain about composition and funding. The 

Council agreed that this separation of the final approval process from the ADA House of 

Delegates is a good move. The House will retain the power to approve the requirements needed 

for recognition but the final determination and approval will rest with the new commission.  

 

New Business 

 

The NYSDA Board of Trustees’ Strategic Planning Committee will be taking up issues relating 

to improving cooperation among the segments of the tripartite, including the provision of 

continuing education. CDEL members are encouraged to let staff know if they have any 

suggestions that would aid in this process.   

 

Dr. Feldman encouraged CDEL members to actively support NYSDA’s legislation, A.4543, 

which deletes to language in the definition of dental practice that refers to restoring and 

maintaining dental health. Such language hinders the ability of dentists to perform some 

treatments (e.g., treatment in the maxillofacial area) which they are trained and qualified to do. 

This legislation is opposed by the Medical Society of the State of New York, which feels that 

A.4543 harms the plastic surgeons they represent.  

 

Members are encouraged to inform their colleagues that anybody who has a DEA number, 

regardless of whether he or she prescribes opioids, must fulfill the NYS CE mandate for opioid 

prescribing.  

 

CDEL’s 2018 spring meeting tentatively will take place Friday, 23 March 2018. There being no 

further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.  


