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The NYSDA Council on Governmental Affairs met by ZOOM conference on Friday, 
November 18, 2022, at 9:00 a.m.  Present were: Drs. Robert F. Schaefer, Jr., chair and 
Fifth District; Kenneth B. Cooperman, New York County; Raymond A. Flagiello, Second 
District; Seth T. Farren, Third District; Phong T. Chung, Fourth District; Howard J. 
Warner, Sixth District; William L. Hurtt, Seventh District; Michael D. Ehlers, Eighth 
District; Paul J. Kim, Ninth District; Eugene Porcelli, Nassau County; Joseph R. Caruso, 
Queens County; Radha Sachdeva-Munk, Suffolk County; Michael R. Breault, EDPAC 
Representative; Frank J. Palmaccio, Board of Trustees Liaison; and Raymond G. Miller, 
ADA Representative. Also present were Mr. Greg Hill, Executive Director; Mr. Roy E. 
Lasky, NYSDA Lobbyist; Ms. Patricia J. Marcucia, Administrator; and Dr. Valerie 
Venterina, Second District guest.  Absent from the meeting were Drs. Michael S. 
Shreck, Nassau County for whom Dr. Porcelli substituted; Moshe Glick, Bronx County; 
and James A. Wanamaker, New Dentist Representative. 
 
Dr. Schaefer called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.  Roll call and self-introductions of 
Council members, guests and NYSDA staff were taken.  
 
Chairperson’s Report 
 
Dr. Schaefer welcome the new Council members and thanked past chair, Dr. Richard 
Rubin for his guidance.  He took a moment to read Mr. Plunkett’s June 2022 email to 
the Council explaining that Mr. Plunkett was stepping down as Director of Governmental 
Relations. He will remain as NYSDA’s General Counsel.  He took a moment to thank 
both Mr. Plunkett and Mr. Lasky for their years of dedicated service to NYSDA and to 
the profession. Dr. Schaefer mentioned that NYSDA is in the process of hiring a new 
Governmental Relations director. An update on the process will be discussed later in 
the agenda.  Dr. Schaefer read the duties the Council is charged with carrying out and 
he hopes that the new Director of Governmental Relations becomes the intermediary 
between the Council, the NYSDA officers and the Board of Trustees. 
 
Dr. Schaefer called for a motion to accept the agenda as printed.  Dr. Cooperman made 
a motion to adopt the agenda and Dr. Farren seconded it. The agenda was approved 
unanimously. 
 



Dr. Schaefer also called for a motion to accept the minutes from the May 4, 2022 
meeting.  Dr. Hurtt made a motion to accept the minutes as they were written.  Dr. Miller 
seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Director of Governmental Relations & Contract Lobbyist 
 
Mr. Hill reported to the Council that he, Mr. Plunkett and Ms. Marcucia went through a 
two-week interview process to find the next Director of Governmental Relations.  
NYSDA had roughly thirty people submit resumes for the position. The strongest six 
candidates were asked to come in for interviews. Five interviews were actually 
conducted. Of the five, two of the candidates really stood out as far as having a solid 
background as a director of governmental affairs in an association. They both have a 
familiarity of the role of an association board as well as how councils work in a 
membership organization. Messrs. Hill, Plunkett and Ms. Marcucia were all in 
agreement that one candidate stood out above the other and she was offered the 
position. She accepted the offer and NYSDA is now in the process of doing a 
background check. Until everything is cleared, he cannot announce who the person is. 
He is confident that the person will be able to jump right into the work with a high energy 
approach. 
 
Mr. Hill mentioned that he noticed right away when he started as Executive Director, 
that there is a significant gap internally in the coordination of all the various aspects that 
involve governmental affairs both legislatively and regulatorily. He believes NYSDA is at 
a real disadvantage right now by not having someone internally that can be the point of 
contact for legislators as well as the leaders of the regulatory bodies in the State. 
Having someone on staff would allow that person to work closely with all the NYSDA 
Councils should they have resolutions that require legislation or a regulation change.  
This person would also work closely with NYSDA’s Communications team in order to 
better inform our members of what NYSDA is doing to advocate on their behalf.  He 
thinks NYSDA can do a much better job communicating our advocacy efforts to the 
membership.  Also, how do we engage our members?  How do we get them to write 
letters to their Senator, Assemblyperson or the Governor’s office? Those are some of 
the advantages of having an internal Governmental Relations person. 
 
Requests for Proposal (RFPs) have gone out for a contract lobbyist. The proposals will 
come into the NYSDA headquarters and will be narrowed down and discussed with the 
Lobby Review Committee. The new Director of Governmental Relations will participate 
in the selection of the contract lobbyist.   
 
Dr. Schaefer mentioned the duties that were expected of the contract lobbyist and 
asked how those duties were going to be achieved.  Mr. Hill explained that these are 
things that will be worked on as we move forward.  Member engagement can come 
from a number of resources available to us. 
 
 
 



 
2023-24 Legislative Priorities 
 
Mr. Hill reported on a couple of issues that will be a NYSDA priority this session. The 
first is the Medical Loss Ratio (MLR) issue. This just passed in Massachusetts and their 
efforts were supported by NYSDA. It is expected that this is something that NYSDA 
members will want to see happen in New York. NYSDA has already begun to have 
conversations with Senator Breslin, chair of the Senate Insurance Committee and 
Senator Breslin is working with his Chief of Staff to do some of the ground work.  
NYSDA is unsure what the current standard medical loss ratios are for insurance 
companies in New York State. We are trying to identify who has that information. The 
Department of Financial Services (DFS) oversees part of the MLR but dentistry is not 
included in it. So NYSDA is in the process of trying to get a better picture of where that 
currently lives, so we can understand where we need to position ourselves to move 
forward successfully. The referendum process that Massachusetts organized to get the 
MLR passed is not an option in New York.  NYSDA did apply for State Public Affairs 
(SPA) funding through the ADA should NYSDA move forward with some kind of 
advocacy around this issue.  Mr. Lasky mentioned that insurance issues have typically 
been a challenging area for us because of anti-trust issues.  He said if you start 
discussing loss ratios that translates into “How is this going to be beneficial to the 
practicing dentists?”  He mentioned that more research needs to be done into the 
difference of medical and dental loss ratios because there is wide discrepancy between 
the two. 
 
Mr. Hill mentioned that there are a couple of resolutions that passed at the June 2022 
House of Delegates meeting that NYSDA is currently working on. The first is Resolution 
9-H-2022 which requires a fix to problems dentists are having when using virtual credit 
cards. He believes there is a regulatory fix for the issues that dentists are having and 
NYSDA has been working with the DFS to rectify it through the Council on Dental 
Benefit Programs. 
 
Another topic that continues to dominate a lot of conversations is the workforce 
challenges that dentists are facing.  The Council on Dental Practice is reviewing that 
work right now and will be coming up with some recommendations. 
 
Lastly, Mr. Hill mentioned that he attended a dinner that Mr. Lasky coordinated with 
Senator Tedisco. He said the Senator is planning on reintroducing his bill for a senior 
dental insurance program that he is really excited about. 
 
Mr. Lasky reported to the Council that one of the pieces of legislation that was left over 
from last session was the dental hygiene block anesthesia bill.  Initially we were 
opposed to this bill but have now changed positions. Both Mr. Hill and Mr. Lasky have 
met with Beth Krueger, Executive Director for the New York State Dental Hygiene 
Association.  NYSDA is approaching Assemblyperson John McDonald, who is on the 
Higher Education Committee, to sponsor the bill.  He was the sponsor of our dental 



assisting bill that was signed into law last year.  Mr. Lasky is cautiously optimistic that 
we can make some progress on that bill. 
 
Mr. Lasky mentioned to the Council one thing that came up with the dental assisting bill 
is that the Education Department supported it, but they had a caveat with their support.  
They feel that they should be able to make changes to the duties of the professions that 
require supervision through regulation and those changes should not require legislation.  
Mr. Lasky said this is an interesting concept and one that NYSDA should look into.  He 
said that this would perhaps allow changes to happen more quickly when they are 
needed.  He said in the past dentistry has been very restrictive when it has come to the 
supervision of assistants and hygienists.  Now with workforce shortages, people in 
healthcare are expected to do more and more duties.  Of course, NYSDA could never 
allow the Education Department to change the supervision levels without going through 
the legislative process, but adding duties might be an idea we could cautiously move 
forward with. 
 
Mr. Lasky told the Council that Mr. Hill met with the Dental Laboratory Association.  
They are looking to get dental labs registered in the State of New York.  He said it has 
been an issue that has come up in Buffalo over the last few years and it is something 
we will want to keep an eye on. 
 
Lastly, Mr. Lasky reported that the DSO’s have hired a very large lobbying firm for the 
first time. He thinks the DSO’s could present a potential problem from NYSDA in the 
long-term. More and more of our members are working for DSO’s.  NYSDA was 
successful in obtaining a very restrictive Attorney General’s opinion regarding the 
activities of DSO’s and what lines they cannot cross when it comes to providing services 
and directing dentists that work for the DSO.  He’s not sure what their plan is, but he 
feels that you don’t hire a lobbyist unless you expect to make some changes.  He’s not 
sure if they are going to try to do something legislatively to get out from under the strict 
AG requirements.  They may even be looking into the multidisciplinary PC issue.  
Currently, New York State does not allow different professions to get into a 
multidisciplinary framework. The DSO’s have asked to have a meeting with NYSDA also 
and that is probably something that we will want to do. 
 
Overview of 2021-22 Legislative Session 
 
The Council was provided with a legislative wrap-up that Mr. Plunkett published in the 
June/July 2022 New York State Dental Journal. A brief discussion of the items in that 
article took place. 
 
ADA CGA Report 
 
Dr. Miller discussed the work of the Council on Governmental Affairs (CGA) since the 
last meeting of this Council.  He submitted a detailed written report, which is attached.  
He said if anyone has any questions they are more than welcome to call or email. 
 



EDPAC Report 
 
Dr. Breault reported that EDPAC just had its annual meeting via Zoom last week and 
was very well attended.  He reported, as mentioned earlier, that NYSDA had a very 
successful year legislatively. He mentioned that they have held very efficacious 
meetings with legislators over the past year. 
 
Dr. Breault told the Council that all the arms-length entities are being reviewed and 
reevaluated.  While he understands that change can be difficult, it is always necessary 
to move an organization forward.  He reminded the Council that they are the backbone 
behind the issues on the political spectrum in the State. He told them that EDPAC is 
there to support their endeavors and to make their job easier.  Not knowing what the 
future holds for the PAC and himself, he said it has been a pleasure to work towards 
NYSDA’s political success and an honor to be able to work so closely with Roy Lasky, 
Oksana Golovina and Beth Wanek. NYSDA has been able to reap considerable political 
gains being able to work with them. Mr. Lasky reminded the Council how important it is 
to build individual relationships with the local legislators independent of the issues we 
may be lobbying. 
 
Advocacy Day 
 
Mr. Lasky reported that Advocacy Day symbolizes the joining of the PAC and NYSDA’s 
legislative program.  The last two Advocacy Days were held virtually due to COVID.  
Our past events have been a combination of an educational program for our members 
and the students and meeting with legislators. 
 
It is NYSDA’s hope that Advocacy Day will be held in person at the end of April 2023. 
This is will one of the projects that the new Director of Governmental Affairs will take on 
with the help of Ms. Marcucia and other NYSDA staff. 
 
New Business 
 
Earlier in the meeting, Dr. Schaefer read from the NYSDA Bylaws the duties that the 
Council is charged with. Mr. Hill would like to see the Council much more involved in the 
legislative process and prioritizing issues that NYSDA should be working towards.  
Knowing that not everything is going to be achievable, he wants this Council to help 
prioritize where NYSDA should be spending their time and energy to be as effective as 
possible. 
 
Dr. Farren took a moment to explain to the Council that the Capital District has lost two 
out of three of its residency programs.  The first happened last year when they lost a 
GPR residency at Ellis Hospital in Schenectady. This year they are losing a residency 
program at St. Peter’s Hospital in Albany. He realizes this is an issue that is happening 
statewide. His concern is that there is a commitment for a recent graduate to complete a 
PGY-1 program for licensure and we are losing these programs throughout the state.  
He said it is important that we support our hospitals and residency programs.  He 



wanted to bring this issue to the attention of the Council so we can advocate and 
support the programs.  Mr. Hill mentioned that the Council on Dental Health Planning 
and Hospital Dentistry brought this issue up at their meeting a couple of weeks ago.  
That Council has done some outreach.  He said the Third District Dental Society has 
been coordinating meetings with local dentists regarding this issue as well.  NYSDA is 
offering any support it can, recognizing that it is a potential access to care issue in the 
Capital Region and NYSDA is approaching it from that standpoint. Dr. Porcelli 
mentioned that in his area of the state there isn’t any issue with residency programs.  
He said Northwell has a very robust dental residency program and he heard that they 
are looking to purchase private dental offices to bring them under the umbrella of 
Northwell Health.  Mr. Hill said he was unaware of it and it is something NYSDA could 
look into to see what their intentions are.  Mr. Lasky reminded the Council that the idea 
of a residency program was born in Nassau County and the viability of the residency 
programs is key to licensure and the demise of these programs is not something that 
can be taken lightly. 
 
Mr. Hill took a moment to personally thank Mr. Lasky on behalf of the organization for all 
of his years of service.  This organization is what it is today because of the work he has 
done, not only as a lobbyist but as the association’s executive director. 
 
The next meeting of the Council on Governmental Affairs will be determined by the 
potential date of the Advocacy Day.  The Council will be informed as soon as the date is 
finalized. 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was approved by unanimous 
consent at 10:20 a.m. 


